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This is in referenceto your applicationfor correctionof your navalrecordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of the United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 10 September1999. Your allegationsof error and
injusticewerereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand procedures
applicableto the proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterial consideredby theBoard
consistedof yourapplication, togetherwith all material submittedin supportthereof,your
naval recordandapplicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

The Board found that you servedon initial activeduty for training (IADT) in the Marine
CorpsReservefrom 14 December1974 to 9 June1975. Your health recordindicatesthat
you hadsymptomsof an inguinalherniaand underwentbacksurgeryprior to enteringon
IADT, and that you failed to discloseeitherof thoseconditionsduringyourpre-enlistment
physicalexamination. The reportof a pre-separationphysicalexaminationdated28 May
1975 indicatesthat you werephysically qualified for service. A lacerationunderyour left
eyewasnotedby the examiner,but it wasnot considereddisqualifying. You were
dischargedunderotherthanhonorableconditionseffective 1 September1977 becauseof your
failure to satisfactorilyparticipatein Marine CorpsReservetraining. -

TheBoarddid not acceptyour contentionto theeffect that you should havebeenseparated
or retired by reasonof physicaldisability. As notedabove,that you were foundfit for duty
on 28 May 1975. In addition, you havenot demonstratedthat therewasany increasein the
severityof yourpre-existinginguinal or back conditionsduring yourservicein theMarine
CorpsReserve. Your unsubstantiatedcontentionthat you experiencedsymptomsof post



traumaticstressdisorderduring your IADT periodwasrejectedby the Board. Accordingly,
your applicationhasbeendenied. The namesand votesof the membersof thepanelwill be
furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat the circumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularity attachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official navalrecord, the
burdenis on the applicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


